THE    NEED    OF    INDIA'S    SUFFERERS
same, and an ever-increasing number of patients came for
treatment to Neyyoor and the branch hospitals. In spite
of the fact that, owing to the activities of Governments
and Missions, there are now a large number of hospitals
in India, the need of the country people is still far from
being adequately catered for. Most Indian doctors, after
qualification, settle in the towns. I know personally
several areas in South India where live a hundred thousand
people without a single qualified doctor among them.
Under these conditions, it is obvious that any properly
conducted and efficient hospital will find itself very busy.
It would in any country. But the unqualified " native
physicians " who practise in the villages are completely
ignorant of the cause of disease, which they usually attribute
to devils, or explain by superstitions. They know little
more of the cure of it. A " cure " often resolves itself
into incantations and mantras,1 or consists in the adminis-
tration of drugs in poisonous doses. Thus, disease such
as cancer or tuberculosis, both very common in Travancore,
is often rendered by them incurable before the patient,
in desperation, approaches a Mission or Government
hospital, only to be told that he has come too late.
However, as time goes on, the good results obtained by
scientific as compared with traditional indigenous methods
is gradually soaking into the life and outlook of the simple
and superstitious countryfolk, as also into the conservative
minds of their more fortunate brothers. In increasingly
greater numbers they are coming to the hospitals at once,
without first seeking the aid of their " native physician."
Every year more and more cases seek our help in earlier
stages and more treatable conditions.
Dr. Pugh had developed the surgical side of the work
at Neyyoor to a great extent, as I have said, and when I
arrived there in 1922 I found many patients in hospital
awaiting operation. Some of them had been awaiting
1 The repetition of words or verses from the Hiadu or other
ancient writings, supposedly of magic significance.
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